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See "History of St. Peter's Church In Perth Amboy, New Jorscy," 

by Rev, ¥. Northey Jonos, HH, Ay, the rector, published 1924, 

Oa page <74 begins the record of the Thomas Gordon Family, and 

_ Ainchudes the marriage of a descendant, Sarah Cordon, to David Lair, 
Also seo “The King Faerndly of Suffield, Connecticut,” by King, 1903; 
page 183, for the daughter and granddaughter of the above favid and 
Sarah (Gérdon) Lair, i | 
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Lair 


David Leir was born August 23, 1809 in Delaware towship, Henterdon County, 
New Jerscy; the son of William Lair by his second wife, Ann Bogs. October 2, 1931 
in Hunterdon County, David Lair married his neighbor Sarah Gordong and they continued 
in Delaware township until 1339, when they moved to Darke County, Ohio, anid mado 
that thoir home until about 1835, whan they moved a fow miles east to Woot Milton, 
Miami County, Ohie, «here a son was living, 

January 7, 1987 David Lair wrote an account, from menory, of the Lair fanily, 
A typewritten copy of this record was given in March 1937 to David Lair's grandson, 
lir, Edgar Lincoln Kelly of Three Ouks, Wichigan, formerly of the Mount ilermon Joys 
School, Gill, Kussachusetts, Mr. Kelly loaned this typewritten sopy to tho con 
piler of these pages, and wrote of the copy that it was "what my Grandfather wrote 
up about the family fron memory," Tne three shoetg of typed account are as follows: 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF WILLIAM LAIR, S2., WRITTIN 2025030 
FROM MEMORY BY THS LAST SURVIVING MOBLA OF HIS FAMILY 


William Lair, Sr., was born in 1750 near the city of Lyons in Franco, Iiio father 
dicd goon aftor his birth and was buried in his native country, In 1752 his mother 
was forced to lonye France on account of the grect persecutions of the Protestants 
by the Romish church and came to America in order that she might worship God aocord- 
ing to the precopta of the cospel, 

She brought with her four childrens Williaa, the youngest, two yeurs old, two 
daughters whose namos haye been forgotten as they died many years before the writer's 
birth, and the eldest, a son named Garret, After landing in New York, they want to 
New Jersey where they finally settled in what is now Delaware Township, !un¢orton 
County. 

When he was five yenrs old, Williem, the youngest son, wont to live with a German 
named Casper Bear with whom he rosained until he was twonty-one years old as his 
mother died wher he wae but soven yonra old. At the age of twenty-one Zillian © 
learned the carpenter's trede which he followed until he wis twonty-throo, whon 
he warried Zlizabeth Boss, daughter of Godfrey and Zlizaheth Bess who wore also 
driven from Franse on account of thoir Frotestant principles, In 1776 Willian 
joined the Revolutionary army and battled for his country'a rights. How long he 
remained in the army the writer hae at this distant date forgotton, 

Garret was the father of several children and died about 1806, Me of the sistors 
married a man named Compton and their descendants live in Sussex County, New Jersey. 
The other sister warried an Inglishman by the aame of Lyors, a ranupent Tory of the 
Revolution, At the olese of the Yar New Jorsey because too warm for him aad ho 
exnigrated to Pennsylvania where all traces of them wers lost, 

A’ the slose of tho War, Willies became a farmor which means of earning a live- 
iihood he followed the remainder of his lifa, 

Villian was the father of eleven children, nine by his first wife and two by his 
second wife, Two died in infancy; the rest are ag follows, 

Mary, the eldest, was born in 1776 and died in 1336 without ehildren, 

John was bérn in 1779, was married to Saruh Dils by whom he had three shildren, 
one son and two daughters, and died in 1854, 

William, IJr., was born in 1782 and was marricd to Charlotto Heat by whom ho had 
one daughter, His wife then died and he married Sligabeth Rittenhouse by whom he 
had eleven children, sfx sons and five daughters. ie died in 1964, 

4m was born in 2794, wis married to Asbrose Sonhem by whom she had seven children, 
ee sons and two daughters, end died iu the tow: of Gordon, Sarke County, Thio, in 

Garret was born in 1790, was merricd te lester Rittenhouse by whom hse had nine 
children, six sons and three daughters, and died in 1634, 

Rebecsa wes born in 1795, was married to Pearson Robeson by wham she hed nine 
children, seven sons and two daughters, and died in 1954, 
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Joseph was born on Christmas day 1798, was married to Dlisabeth Wirt by whom 
ho had four children, threo sons and one daughtor, 

In 1799 Elisabeth, his first wife, (William Lair} Sr.'s first wife) died and 
in 1802 he was married to Am Bogs, sister to his first wife by whom he had two 
children, one son and one daughter, 

Sarah Lair was born in 1902, was married to Richard Rittenhouse and diod in 
August, 1821, childless, and in two weeks and ono day tho writer's mother died, 

David Lair, the last remaining one of the family, was born August 28, 1309, 

(Died March, 1906, at Yost iilton, aged 96 yoars, 6 months.) 

In June, 1828, Willian, Sr, died, 

Qn October 2, 1831, David Lair was married to Sarah Gordon, to thes vere 
born twelve children, siz sons and six daughtors, as follows, 

aAuy Lair was born March 19, 1833; William 8, Lair was born April 10, 1836 
and died August 18, 1952, aged sixteen yeara, four months and ten dayss Philip 
G, Lair was born September 22, 1938 and died August 12, 1939; Hlisaboth Am Lair 
was born October 10, 13403 lionry H, Lair was bora April 13, 1944, our oldest son 
now living; Sarah Lair was born Juno 6, 1846; Joseph Lair was borm Decanber 25, 

1348, being our first and last Christwas gift of this kinds Winfield 3, Lair was 
born May 15, 1852; Williom H, Lair was born August 24, 1854 and died September 26, 
agod one month and two days; Elvira Lair was born Decembor 6, 19553 Laura Jane Lair 
was bor January 17, 1857; Georgiana Lair was born May 29, 1859 and died August al, 
1859, aged three months and two days, Since that time they have scattered to va- 
rious localities, 

In the spring of 1839 David Lair with his fanily onigrated to Ohio, As there 
were no railroad facilities in thoso days they made the trip in wagons, They wore 
23} days on the road, landing at Alexanderville on June 13th where they remained about 
two months, On August 16 they removed to Irwin Towiship, Darke County and sottled 
on the land the tow of Gordon now stands upon on the Dayton and Union Railroad, 

The county at that time was almost a wildemess and it took almost Herculean labor 
to clear it up by log rolling and cabin raisings which were the important events of 
the day, Dayton was our nearest markot tou, being twenty miles distant, with uothing 
but mud and corduroy roads to travel on and nearly half the year it was impossible 
to travel at all, 

In the fall of 1861 the eldest living son, Henry M, Lair, enlisted in the 48th 
Ohio Infantry; was wounded at the battle of Pittsburgh Landing and was discharged, 
After his rocovery he enlisted in the 8th Ohio Cavalry where he remained until the 
close of the War, He was taken prisoner at Sevorly, wost Virginia, and for a tine 
experienced the horrors and privations of Libby prison, . 

From heavy losses the aged couple became financially reduced and through i111 health 
of his wife they abandoned housekeeping for something over two yoare when sho, being 
somewhat restored, they bought property in West Milton and again comzonced housekecp= 
ing on January 8, 1886, where they now resido at this writing, January 7, 1837, 


Ta addition to the above copy of a very valuable Lair family record, tir. Bigar 
Lincoln Kelly also enclesed two sheets of Lair family records given on stationery 
with the letter-heading of Mrs, J. ¥ Keck, 327 Yillowvood Drive, Dayton, Ohio, 
They are as follows; 

Parents Births 
David Lair waa born August 28, 1809 
Sarah Gordon Lair was born Novomber 19, 1813 
Births of Childran 
Amy Lair was born March 13, 1833 
Willian B, Lair was born April 10, 1836 


Philip G, Lair “* °* Soptember 22, 1533 
Elizabeth Lair “ " October 10, 1540 
Heury H, Lair * * April 13, 1944 
Sarah Lair * 8 June 6, 1846 
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Joseph Lair was born December 25, 1348 
WS Lair “ “ Iilmy 15, 1852 
William Matchot Lair was born August 24, 1854 


Elvira Lair “= December 6, 1855 

Laura Jano Lair *" © January 17, 1857 

Georganna Lair *" © iy 29, 1359 
Deaths 


Philip G, Lair August 12, 1859 
William 8B, Lair August 18, 13852 
William U, Lair September 26, 1354 
Georganna Lair August 30, 1859 


David Lair and Sarah Gordon were married October 2nd 1831 
' John Ulery and Any Lair ° ad February 25, 1852 ("U" a little uncertain) 
'. Daniel Coffwan and Elizabeth A. Lair “® August 25, 1859 
Enos Kolly and Sarah Lair 9% 
This is as far ag he went with the marriages (Conclusion of above two sheets.) 


Ure David Lair’s record is strongly supported by some printed Now Jersey records; 
moat of thou, if not all so far, concerning itunterdon County, In one case only do 
they make 1% practically sure that his mamory errods The given namo of Silliam Lair‘s 
first wife wos Sarah, not Elizabeth. But lr, David Lair's record rectifios a con 
fusion of names in tho New Jorsey printed records where in the sane voluue they state 
thet Sarah Boss and Gillian Lair wore given a marriage license in Huntordon County 
on January 31, 1776 (this under the heading of fauzle names given first); and in 
another place (under the heading of names of males given first), that William Lair 
and Sarah Ross were given a marriage license on January 31, 1776, ‘Those recoris 
ere in New Jersey Archives, 1st sories, volume XXII, “*iarriage Aewords, 1665 ~ 1800." 
In thése printed records both silliam Lair and Sarah Bose (end Sarah “Ross*) are 
stated to be of Hunterdon County, Notice further that David Lair states that his 
fathor married sisters; that among the living children by the first wife there was 
mo Sarah, but thet tho first child of the second wife was named Sarah, It was qiite 
a customary courtesy in earlier times to name the first daughter of a second ulfe for 
the deceased first wife if tho latter had left no living daughter named for her. 

Mr, David Lair stated thet the first ehild of his father, “dllium Lair, was bora 
in 1776; and the above marriage license wes dated Jan, 31, 1776, and for Huntordon 
county residents, It is interesting to note that this first child was named Mary, 
for it suggests the possibility that she was named for her paternal grandnuother, 
the young Huguenot widow whe came to America in 1752 ani only lived until 1757. 

43 the naming of the second child John suggests tho possibility that it was for the 
child’s paternal grandfather, since it was not for its father or nis only brother, 

nor for the maternal grandfather. Ur. David Lair stated that the two wives of this 
William Lair, his fathor, ware the daughters of Godfrey and Mliaabeth Bosa, 4n Index 
of ituaterdon County, New Jorscy, Wills prior to 1901, as found in the office of the 
Secretary of State, was printed in 1913, This includes the 1805 will and Invoice 

of Godfrey Boss of Hunterdon Couaty, (2132 J). Also the 1791 #11 of John Boass 

the 1758 Sill of Joseph Boss, Srey and ths 1805 Will and Invoice of another Joseph 
Boss, Ste | 

Ur. David Lair stated that his father Yilliaa Lair, Sr., diod in June 1828, The 
above Index gives the 1929 Invoice of William Lair, Sr (37223); the 1357 Invoice of 
another William Lalr, Sr. tne 13867 Invoice of Garret Lairs; and the uavzes of sixtoan 
other Lairs, 

Another staterent was that David Lair's brother Garrat Lair was born in 1790 and 
married Hester Rittenhouse, <A published “Marriage Record” for Hunterdon County, 
New Jorsoy, for the yoars 1795 to 1875, inclu:es a total of thirty Lair merriages 
and thirteon “Lare” marriages; aueng thaa that of Garret Lair and Hestor Rittonhouse 
on October 10, 1812, Alsos Carret Lair and Saloy Little, Nov. 24, 1803; Garrot Lair 
and Urs, Ann Dlise Eritts, doc, 15, 19543 Aadrow Lair and Levina Bess, March 13102 
Charity Lair and William 3ouden, Nov, 20, 18225 Jeno Lair and Joni Gebster, Jan, 20, 
1833, John Lair and Lucinda Rittenhousc, Ost, 31, 1855: Sarah Aun Lair and Jacob 
Crous0, Sept. 30, 1837, = Among tho Gordona vores Philip Gordon and Slisabeth 
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Hardin, Dec, 17, 1808 = the parents of David Lair’s wife; and hor sister, Amanda 
he and Nelson McClane, Sept. 11, 1834, - There were a great many Boss nar 
O36 

Anothor statemont mado by Mr. David Lair was that the Lairs lived in Delaware 
tounship, “Hunderton” County, New Jorsey, (It soaus possible that Ur. Lair gave 
the correct Huntordon for the county, and that tho orror wis an inadvertence of the 
typewritten copy made probably in 1937.) There is un 1882 History of Hunterdon and 
Somorset Counties, New Jorsoy, by Snell, It includes some agcount of Jslaware Towe 
ship, and states that ite first tow mooting was hold April 9, 1833, at which meeting 
azong the selected “Overseers of Roads” wore Joseph Lair and John Lair, % page 377 
is an account of Schools. ‘he Locktown District (91) wis formed and tho school- 
house built in 1804, ‘he first trustoos wore William Lair, Capt, John lleath, and 
Richard Heath, The first teacher was Willian Heath, “The district lies in tho 
northwest corner of the township.” Page 379: Christian Church, Locktom, & Sunday, 
October 16, 1829 the First Christian Church began an organisation, with part of the 
membership living in the townships of Amwell and Kingwood (if Kingwood was a township), 
taking in a district of from eight to fourteen miles, "A plot of ground was salected, 
and the ower, Joseph Lair, agreed to deed throo-quarters of an acre in tho southwest 
corner of his farm for that purposes = the purpose of a building for thoir church 
organization, And the building seais to have boeu completed for the dodicating 
corazonios on Oct, 13 and 14, 19832, Three trustess wore elected, one for one year, 
Philip Gordon for two yoars, Ylisha Rittenhouse for three years, Among the trusteas 
for the period 1830 - 1640 were Philip Gordon, fsq., Jonathan Hardon, David Lairs and 
their names do not appear after 1840, 

Doubtless the Philip Gordon, Esq., was the father-in-law of David Lair of the 1887 
Lair family paper, He may also have been the above church trustoo; but wo have no 
record to prove that there may not have been a rolative also named David Lair who was 
the trustee, It seams possiszle that tho trustee named Zlishe Rittenhouse may have 
been related to the Heater Rittenhouse who married Garret Lalr 4a 1812, And that 
the trustee named Jonathasa Harden may have been the father or near relative of Elis 
abeth Harden, or Hardin, who married Philip Gordon, 

An 1830 History of Darke County, Ohio, gives on page 624 a record of Willian L, 
Bonham, born Feb, 12, 1815 in Hunterdon County, New Jersey, the son of Ambrose and 
Am Bonham, “natives of the same place,” It states that “his father diod in the 
place of his nativity, at the age of 813 after his death, his wifo came to Ohio, and 
resided with a daughtor till hor death, which occurred at the advanced! age of 86 yours.“ 
This Ann Sonhem was doubtless the half sister of David Lair, oven though there is 
some discrepancy as to her age at the time of her doath., ‘The County History atates 
that Willian L. Bonham married Elizabeth Rittenhouse July 1, 1337 and that she aad 
her parents, David and <lizabeth Rittenhouse, wore also natives of Now Jersey, This 
marriage is given in the Hunterdon County, H. Jo. publication above, There were 
eight children, four of whom died youngs Amy, 1835 ~ 1541; Harrison, 1840, Ana, 1842 « 
1842, Sarah, 1844 (Mrs, Garrot lulse)s Uriah, 18473 Andrew, 1849 = 18513 Susan, 1854 - 
19543 Martha J., 1856 (Mra. Carler), ‘Willian L, Bonham enigrated from Now Jersey 
to Montgomery County, OSnio, in 1838, and from there to Darke County, Ohio, in 1541, 


Needless to state that the above Lair record could be made much more complete by 
an examination of doeds, wills, invoices, and complete rocords from publications, 

A more compact outline of the births, marriages, and deaths included in the above 
ia given on the next pages, 
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Lair: a Huguenot fumily from near the city of Lyons, France 


- Lair, perhaps John, b. probably not before 1700, in France 
a, 1750 or 1751, near Lyons, France 
j m. probably by about 1740, in France 
- “ perhaps Mary, who in 1752 left the region of near Lyono, France, on account of 
persecution because she was a Protestant, and case to Amorica with 
her four children, landing in New York, and sottling in Now Jeruey. 
Children, born in France, doubtless in or near Lyonss 
Garret,~b. before 1750; d. about 1800 in New Jerseys mu, und had severul children, 
Daughtor, b. before 17503 d. before 18093 mu, Compton in New Jersey, and later 
descendants lived in Sussex County, Now Jeruoy, by 1037, 
Daughter, b. before 1750; d, before 1809 probably in Panovd venta; ors anf Mglish- 
man,and a Tory during the Revolutionary War, which caused his removal te 
Pennsylvania after tho ending of the war, 
Williem, b, 1750, near Lyons, France; d. June, 1828, Dalaware towsahip, ttunterdon Co., 
New Jorsoyg m. (1) liconac, Jan, 31, 1776, iiunterdon Co,, MN. J. Sarah Boas} 
m. (2) 1802, Now Jersey, Aun Bogs, sistor of first wifo, 2025030 


2 / 
William Lair (John and Mary), of Delaware towmship, Itunterdon County, New Jorsoy 
born, 1750, near city of Lyons, France 
died, Juno 1523, Delaware towahip, Hunterdon Gounty, Now Jersey 
married (1), license, January 31, 1776, Huntordon County, New Joracy 
Sareh Boss, daughter of Godfrey and Elisabeth Boss of Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
born, / 
died, 1799, Delaware towmship, Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
He married (2), 1802, New Jersey 
4mm Bossa, daughter of Godfrey and Elisabeth Boss of Hunterdon Gounty, Now Jorsoy 
born, 
died, between August 15 and Sept, 16, 1822, Delaware tomship, Hunterdon Co., Ne Je 
Children, ali born Hunterdon County, Now Jorsey, probably; 
Mary,’ b. 17763 d. 1836; m, no childron 
John, be 17795 d, 18545 um, Sarah Dile (possibly Diltst); one son & two daughters 
Willian, b. 1782; d, 1864; m, (1) Charlotte Monts m. (2) Elisabeth Rittenhouse; 
daughter by lst wife, six sons and five daughters by 2nd wife, 
Ann, b, 17843 d, 1974 or 1870, Gordon, Darko County, Chiog m, Hunterdon Cos, Ne Jes 
| Ambrose Bonham of that county, their home during his lifes five sons (one 
named Villias L.) and two daughters, 
Garret, b. 1790; d. 18845 m, October 10, 1512, tunterdon Co., Ne J, Haster Ritten- 
house, six sons and three daughtera, 
Rebecca, b. 1795; d, 1884, mi, Pearson Robesong seven sons and two dauchtorsa, 
Josephs b. Doc, 25, 17933 d. before 1837, mu, Mizaboth Wirty threes sons & one daughter. 
Sareh, b. 19023 d, August 13213 m, Richard Ritteuhouse; no childron, ge 
David, b. August 28, 1809, Deleware tupe, Hunterdon Cos, Ne Jug de Harch, 1906 West 
Hilton, Miami Co., Ohios m, Ostober 2, 1821, Hunterdon So., Na dey Sarah 
Gordon of Hunterdon Co., Ne. J. 
(Teo children by the first wife who died in their infancy not included in abovo,) 


J3 
Devid Leir (Willian, Wary (1), of Delaware twp., iunterdon Co., Ne Jz to 1333 
born, August 23, 1609, Dalaware township, Hunterdon County, New Jorsey 
died, Yarch Z 9 1906, Yeot Wilton, Hiant County, Ohie 
married, October 2, 1831, Hunterdon County, /New Jorsoy 
Sarah’Gordon (Philip, Franklin,’ Thomas} Thomas) of Hunterdon County, New Jorsey 
born, Hovanber 19, 1913, lunterdon County, Now Jorsey 
died, about 1894, West Wilton, Ohio 
Children, born Hunterdon Co,, Ne J. to 13393 others Darke County, Ohios 
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